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Since my last quarterly message, the Committee has been active, especially with respect to matters 

related to the Comprehensive Review, which is scheduled for completion before December of this 

year. 

We held a number of events in this quarter with respect to the Comprehensive Review.  One was 

an international academic event in New York on 11-12 April to promote a dialogue with 

academia and civil society and obtain inputs from them to the comprehensive review.   

Twenty-six internationally-renowned experts and scholars participated.  They came from academia 

and civil society around the world and had expertise and experience in the fields relevant to the 

resolution.  The event was hosted by the United Nations University (UNU) in cooperation with the 

UN Office for Disarmament Affairs.  The rapporteur for the meeting, kindly provided by UNU, 

has produced a full report of the discussion at the event.  Some key elements that emerged are the 

very different environments in the nuclear, chemical, and biological areas and the need on 

biological safety and security concerns for academics to play a greater role in engaging government 

regulators and the 1540 Committee; increased self-regulation in their laboratory work; contribute 

to an overall WMD security culture, especially where work centres on technologies linked to 

WMD and their delivery systems; and bear in mind potential consequences of promulgating their 

research. 

I invited members of the Committee and relevant international organisations to a special meeting 

of the Committee that was held in Madrid on 12-13 May.  The informality promoted a free 

exchange of ideas about achieving the common goals of maintaining and strengthening the 

resolution as an effective, global non-proliferation instrument, most importantly to prevent non-

state actors, in particular, terrorists, from threatening us all with weapons of mass destruction.   

An important part of the Comprehensive Review was the formal open consultations held in New 

York in June with Member States, relevant international and regional organisations and civil 

society.  Formal interventions were made by 59 Member States, 19 international and regional 

organisations, as well as by 14 participants from civil society organizations. 

The consultations were structured to facilitate achieving this outcome through a combination of 

plenary debate and thematic discussions on monitoring.  Three side events added inputs to the 

discussions as they relate to industry, academia and biological security. 

This format proved to be valuable:  inputs from participants were substantive and focused; they 

highlighted ways forward to achieve our shared goal of effective implementation of resolution 

1540 (2004); and the three side events added ideas on implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).   

http://i.unu.edu/media/cpr.unu.edu/attachment/2187/Meeting-Report-UNSCR-1540-Civil-Society-Forum.pdf


Important themes as I gleaned them were:  a shared recognition that resolution 1540 (2004) is 

important and that we need to achieve its world-wide, full and effective implementation; 

international and regional cooperation is essential; and assistance, where needed is crucial.  

Transparency, particularly to all Member States, is important.  I trust that they and you find that 

my quarterly messages are meaningful in that regard. 

Other key points were the recognition of the value of direct interaction with Member States, 

especially where it is most needed; the need to engage parliamentarians; and the importance of 

engagement by Member States with relevant sectors of civil society, where appropriate. 

In the course of developing its conclusions and recommendations, the Committee needs to reflect 

on the ideas and proposals put forward. 

The second quarter of this year was a busy time.  The Group of Experts participated in a number 

of events of which I would like to highlight six: 

The Russian Federation hosted a training course for the national Points of Contact of 

participating States of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

region.  It was held in Kaliningrad from 28 June to 1 July.  The course was held in cooperation 

with the 1540 Committee and its Group of Experts, and supported by the OSCE and the United 

Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs.  It was the second course for 1540 Points of Contact 

(PoC), China having hosted the first, in September 2015, for States in the Asia-Pacific region.   

The course contents were developed by the Committee and its Group of Experts especially for 

1540 PoCs.  Their purpose is to deepen the PoCs’ understanding of resolution 1540 (2004) and to 

engage national stakeholders involved in the resolution’s implementation.  I look forward to 

additional courses in Africa and Latin America.  I think that it important to continue these courses 

because PoCs rotate, and Member States and the Committee will be best served by points of 

contact who are fully cognizant of and engaged in 1540 responsibilities. 

The course was given by members of the 1540 Committee’s Group of Experts, with support from 

representatives of several organizations, including UNODC, the BWC Implementation Support 

Unit, the International Organization for Migration, INTERPOL, OPCW and the IAEA.  As part of 

the course, participants visited a customs post at the port of Kaliningrad and witnessed a 

demonstration of technical means used to identify weapons of mass destruction and related 

materiel. 

Lesotho invited the Committee to assist its Government to draft a voluntary National 

Implementation Action Plan (NAP) for Resolution 1540 (2004).  This event was held in Maseru, 

Lesotho from 12-14 April and was attended by two 1540 experts. 

Given the scope of resolution 1540, the development of such plans requires the participation of 

numerous stakeholders.  The meetings in Maseru reflected this need and included the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Relations; Ministry of Defence and National Security; Ministry 

of Tourism, Environment and Culture; Ministry of Police; Ministries of Home Affairs and Justice; 

the Lesotho Revenue Authority (Customs); and the Financial Intelligence Unit.  A welcome 

outcome of the event was production of a draft NAP setting out key actions to strengthen the 

implementation of the resolution in Lesotho from 2016 until 2018.  Lesotho has already made 



significant progress in some areas, and based on the active participation of stakeholders and its 

commitment to implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), I look forward to the submission to the 

Committee of its National Implementation Action Plan. 

A 1540 expert attended the Global Chemical Safety and Security Summit (CHEMSS) organized 

by the International Centre for Chemical Safety and Security (ICCSS) and Targi Kielce SA in 

cooperation with the Government of Poland.  It was held 18-20 April in Kielce, Poland. 

CHEMSS gathered stakeholders from all sectors of the chemical world: governmental agencies, 

industry, academia, civil society, non-governmental organizations, and independent experts.  Over 

400 participants from 47 countries participated in this meeting.  It was remarkable for the emphasis 

it placed on establishing a global chemical safety and security culture, which will help to promote 

world-wide implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).  Of special interest, CHEMSS included in 

its programme a session devoted to resolution 1540 (2004).  This enabled the 1540 Expert to 

present to a wide audience from all sectors the background, objectives, key aspects, obligations 

and state of implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). 

A Workshop to assist Jamaica in the development of legislation to implement UN Security 

Council Resolution 1540 (2004), the Chemical Weapons Convention, Biological Weapons 

Convention and strategic trade controls was organized by the Government of Jamaica in 

collaboration with the Verification Research, Training and Information Centre (VERTIC).  It was 

held in Kingston, Jamaica in early April.  This was a welcome opportunity for the two Experts 

who participated in the workshop to interact directly with Government officials responsible for 

drafting the legislation.  Their participation is noteworthy because they were able to highlight the 

legislative requirements needed to close the gaps between implementation of the legal 

requirements of resolution 1540 (2004) and legislation limited to the requirements of the BWC or 

CWC, as important as they are.  In addition, examples were given of how to draft comprehensive 

export control legislation that meets the needs of resolution 1540 (2004). 

I mentioned in my last report the then upcoming African Union 1540 Review and Assistance 

Conference to be held in Ethiopia in early April.  I attended together with four Committee 

members and three 1540 experts.  As well as making a contribution to the comprehensive review, 

this event, for the first time, brought together potential providers and States requesting assistance.  

I applaud the African Union’s efforts in hosting this conference.  I commend to your attention the 

Conclusions drawn by the meeting.  

Next, I want to mention that a member of the 1540 Group of Experts participated in the Iraqi 

National Round Table for the implementation of Resolution 1540 (2004) held in Vienna 8-9 June.  

From Iraq, officials of the Iraqi National Monitoring Authority for Non-proliferation; Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs; Ministry of Science and Technology; Ministry of Trade; and Iraqi Customs were 

present.  Representatives of the IAEA, OPCW and the BWC-ISU also participated in the meeting.  

The event provided participants an opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge of the requirements 

of resolution 1540 (2004).  Analysis of Iraq’s 1540 matrix provided a basis for identifying areas 

where improvements were needed.  Iraq shared valuable information about recent measures that it 

had taken to improve implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) as well as about various legislative 

and enforcement measures at different stages of drafting and approval.   

http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/transparency-and-outreach/outreach-events/pdf/Conclusions%20AU%201540%20Conference.pdf


This meeting highlights for me once again the value of the 1540 matrices and of direct interaction 

with States.  The matrices help to draw attention to areas where improvements are needed, and the 

feedback resulting from direct interaction with States improves the matrices and makes them a 

better reflection of the status of implementation of the resolution.   

Finally, I want to bring to your attention to the United Nations Security Council 1540 International 

Student Essay Contest.  It is open to students in undergraduate or advanced degree programs.  I 

hope that you will help bring this to the attention of potential applicants, and quickly, since the 

deadline for submissions is 6 August.  I look at this as a valuable way to create the “next generation” 

of 1540 experts and supporters. 

http://www.stimson.org/content/unscr-1540-international-student-essay-contest
http://www.stimson.org/content/unscr-1540-international-student-essay-contest

